
Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

Issue #35            Summer 2009

www.texaslandconservancy.org      1

Texas Land Conservancy
Protecting the Nature of Texas.

Preview and Review

We are hoping to become 
accredited in 2010 by the 
Land Trust Alliance.  To 
prepare, we give you a look 
back at where land trusts 
started and a look forward at 
the direction accreditation 
will take us.
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The Bike Ride

Did you miss our Þrst 
annual Earth Day Bike Ride?  
We tell you how it went!
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In Memorial

Texas lost two greats in land 
conservation in April.  Read 
about a mere fraction of what 
Charlotte Baker Montgomery 
and Bob Burleson did for our 
state - these pages can hardly 
do them justice. 

Pages 5 - 6

Good luck, Kerry!

Our Stewardship Director is 
leaving the conservation Þeld 
and pursuing a career in 
medicine.  Our landowners 
have nothing but praise for 
the work he has done for 
TLC.
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Hey, Look at That!

Our quarterly article about 
wild things to see each season 
features bright colors for 
summer. 
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Land Conservation: Public or Private?

An internal struggle has been waged in the 
Þeld of land conservation about who should 
be the primary owners of conservation land.  
President Teddy Roosevelt spearheaded the 
movement to get the government to conserve 
vast tracts of lands through the creation of the 
national park system. While parks such as 
Yellowstone and Yosemite existed prior to his 
administration, Roosevelt was one of the Þrst 
public Þgures with a conservation mindset.  

He believed that the best way to conserve 
lands was to create national parks, vast tracts 
of pristine lands that would be available for 
public use. As he stated in a 1910 speech, 
ÒConservation means development as much as 
it does protection. I recognize the right and 
duty of this generation to develop and use the 
natural resources of our land but I do not 
recognize the right to waste them, or to rob, by 
wasteful use, the generations that come after 
us...Moreover, I believe that the natural 
resources must be used for the beneÞt of all 

our people, and not monopolized for  the 
beneÞt of the few.Ó Taxpayers would 
essentially purchase lands for public use.

RooseveltÕs inßuence played a large part in the 
creation of the National Park Service (NPS) in 
1916 by President Woodrow Wilson. Until the 
late 1900s, the government, through the NPS, 
did most of the land conservation in the 
United States, creating a vast national and 
state park system.  

That system has been incredibly successful; 
today, the NPS protects over 84.4 million acres 
of land, only 4.3 million acres of which are 
privately owned. Those 84.4 million acres 
represent 58 national parks, as well  as many 
national monuments, memorials, lakeshores, 
and historic sites.  The federal government 
also protects national preserves, which protect 
speciÞc resources. The Big Thicket National 
Preserve, which our founder Ned Fritz had a 
hand in establishing, was the Þrst national 
preserve, created in 1974.  The federal 
government holds the titles to all of these 

lands, and the process of acquiring, managing 
and monitoring them has been expensive. 

Unfortunately, the pace of nationally-funded 
land conservation has slowed signiÞcantly, 
mainly due to budget cuts.  For example, the 
federal Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF) has been the principal source of land 
acquisition funding for the NPS, Bureau of 
Land Management, Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the Forest Service. It also provides a 
matching program for state land acquisition 
and it has a $900 million cap for its annual 
budget.

The LWCF has only met that cap twice in 40 
years. The recent trend is more typical: in FY 
2005, the federal acquisition pot received $166 
million and the state grants program received 
$92.5 million for a total of $258.5 million. In 
FY 2006 the federal pot received $114.5 and the 
state grants received $30 million. FY 2007 was 
similar to the year before receiving $113 
million for  federal acquisition and $30 million 
for state grants. 

The Long Road to Accreditation:
What Is It? Why Do We Want It? How Do We Get It? 

Continued on page 3

We would like to introduce you to a new word: accreditation. TLC has started a process that will propel us to the next level  in the land conservation community.  
Through accreditation, offered by the national Land Trust Alliance, TLC will be able to count itself among a growing, but select, group of land trusts across the 
country to have met national standards for  excellence.  We are hoping to become the Þrst land trust in Texas to achieve this high honor.  So, returning to the title 
of this article, weÕd like to start answering these questions.  As we do so, we would also like to provide you with some context for this process within the larger 
story of land conservation. This will be a running feature through the next several newsletters, so stay tuned.  LetÕs start with a little historyÉ
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TLC hosted the Þrst annual Earth Day bike 
ride/nature hike at our Oak Cliff Nature 
Preserve on April 25th. We spent the day with 
close to 30 riders and hikers, with almost 50 
people in attendance. Shadow Johns, the 
Dallas Off-Road Bicycle Association (DORBA) 
member who is the primary trail builder and 
steward at the preserve, led several kid rides, 
while other DORBA members helped orient 
new riders to the trails.  We are hopeful that 
the very productive relationship between TLC 
and DORBA continues to thrive--their work on 
the OCNP has been invaluable and itÕs a 
pleasure to be able to provide such a well-
loved piece of urban green space for mountain 
bikers in the Dallas area.

We also had a number of road bikers who 
braved the questionable weather out on the 
pavement--we had riders on 10, 20, and 40 

mile routes and they all returned to us safe  
and sound.  Inclement weather may have kept 
our numbers low, but no one can say we didnÕt 
feed them well! We had plentiful food 
donations from Corner Bakery, Society Bakery, 
Breadwinners, Hardie's Fruit & Vegetable Co., 
Panera, and Starbucks. We also had generous 
donations from REI, Whole Earth Provisions 
Co., Richardson Bike Mart, Kessler Cookie 
Company, and B&B Bikes, all of which made 
for a great silent auction event. Also, a huge 
thank you to our underwriter, Clampitt Paper!

We are very excited to have signed up a 
number of new TLC members and spread the 
word about our conservation mission in Dallas 
and around the state. We hope to see you out 
at OCNP riding the trails or at next year's food 
and fun Þlled TLC event--thanks to everyone 
who made it out this year!

First time mountain biker and grandson of TLC 
member Donald Gwynn, Joseph (front), rode the trails 

under the supervision of Shadow Johns (behind), 
experienced rider, DORBA member, and OCNP trail 
steward.  DORBA member Christian Johnson (back) 

joined them on this particular group ride. 

FR O M  O U R  D I R E C T O R

Since I last wrote for 
the newsletter, we 
have seen the 
passing of Ned 
Fritz, our founder; 
Bob Burleson, a 
leader in Texas 
conservation efforts; 
and Charlotte 

Montgomery, a long-time friend and 
advocate for the environment. It troubles 
me that we are losing a great generation of 
conservationists. Now more than ever we 
need to be engaging our younger 
generations by getting them outdoors and 
exploring nature.

We are also saying goodbye to a friend and 
colleague, our Stewardship Director, 
Kerry Olenick. He has decided to go back 
to school and further his education. I will 
miss his good nature, and his expertise in 
the Þeld. His work for TLC has been 
exemplary, and has helped further our 
development as one of the leading land 
trusts in Texas.

On a more positive note, we have begun 
the task of applying for accreditation 
through the national Land Trust Alliance. 
This process will take over a year, and 
require extensive time commitments by 
staff and our Board of Directors. In the 
end, however, we will emerge a much 
stronger organization.

I am excited about the conservation 
prospects for the remainder of 2009. Some 
of the projects we have on the horizon are 
truly remarkable, and we expect this to be 
one of our busiest years ever. As always, 
please take the time to renew your dues 
online or with the included envelope. 
Thank you for your support of TLC Ñ we 
could not do this work without you. If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 
512-301-6363 or 
mark@texaslandconservancy.org.

Mark Steinbach
Executive Director

First Annual Earth Day Ride a Success

Photo by Kerry Olenick



Continued from page 1
If the LWCF had spent all $166 million of the 
federal acquisition funds in 2005 on 
purchasing open space in Texas, at an average 
of $5000/acre (which is a fairly low average), 
that would have allowed them to conserve 
33,200 acres. If the LWCF evenly divided their 
$116 million budget among 50 states, Texas 
would only have gotten 664 acres of new 
protected lands. By comparison, in 2005, the 32 
land trusts in Texas had a total  of 243,363 acres 
under protection, 157,688 acres of which had 
been protected since 2000, which is an average 
of 31,538 per year. The point here is that the 
ability of the federal government to adequately 
protect lands from increased development 
pressures has been severely crippled for a very 
long time.  

Land Trusts, Then and Now

Land trusts represent the other side of the 
public/private land conservation debate.  The 
concept of a land trust has existed since the 
1850s when organizations called Òvillage 
improvement societiesÓ were created to protect 
small pieces of land for public use. The Þrst 
true land trust was the Trustees of 
Reservations, formed in 1891 in Massachusetts 
by Charles Eliot.  Eliot proposed the creation of 
a unique nonproÞt organization: a corporation 
governed by a board of voluntary trustees who 
would be empowered by the state legislature 
to hold land free of taxes for the public to 
enjoy "just as a Public Library holds books and 
an Art Museum holds pictures." The Trustees 
of Reservations, which still exists today, set the 
stage for future land trusts.

Land trusts cropped up throughout the 
country throughout the early 20th century, 
primarily in the Northeast, but growth was 
slow.  By 1950, only 53 land trusts had been 
incorporated. As the environmental movement 
began to gain momentum and the federal 
governmentÕs ability to conserve lands 
decreased, however, the number of land trusts 
grew more quickly.  By the 1980s, about 400 
land trusts existed; in 2000, 1,263 were 
incorporated, and as of the end of 2005 (the 
most recent land trust census data available), 
there were 1,667.  The graph above shows this 
rapid increase in the number of land trusts 
starting around 1980.   

These non-proÞt organizations could respond 
more quickly and effectively to the needs of 
individual communities who saw 
development pressures encroaching on the 
wild places they cared about.  In addition, they 
relied on private donations for their funding, 
and many were run by volunteers, so the 
overhead cost of running the organizations 
remained low while their capacity to protect 
lands remained comparatively high. 

The most signiÞcant change that land trusts 
brought about in the land conservation Þeld 
was that they allowed lands to remain in the 
hands of private owners, often farmers and 
ranchers, but still guaranteed protection from 
future development or habitat destruction.  For 
many farms and ranches throughout the U.S., 
especially in the West, the pressure to sell off 
acres as the price of land increased and the 
productivity of small farms and ranches 
decreased was, and still is, intense.  For a land 

owner whose capital was tied up in land that 
was becoming more valuable even as value of 
the business taking place on it decreased, 
offers from developers sounded appealing, 
regardless of how much that farmer or  rancher 
cared about preserving the landÕs integrity. 
Land trusts offered a viable option for people 
with modest incomes, but who were land-rich.  
Land trusts also allowed individuals to 
conserve properties they cared personally 
about without having to lobby a government 

agency about the values of a particular piece of 
property.  Further, these organizations allowed 
farms and ranches to continue to operate, 
which provided cultural preservation as well. 
This kind of private conservation was very 
different from the  government funded efforts 
seen earlier. Note that ÒprivateÓ does not always 
mean no public access. While much of the land 
protected by land trusts remains in private hands, 
many landowners open their lands up to public use.

Preview of the Next Chapter

Because most lands are conserved by land 
trusts with conservation easements--legal 
agreements between landowners and a land 
trust that permanently limits uses of the land 
in order to protects its conservation values--the 
donation of a conservation easement often 
qualify as tax-deductible charitable donation. 
These tax incentives have been instrumental in 
the success of land trusts and land 
conservation in the past 20 years.  The national 
Land Trust Alliance (LTA), the umbrella 
organization for all land trusts in the United 
States, has been the primary policy advocate 
for such incentives.  

Watch for our next installment of ÒThe Long 
Road to AccreditationÓ to learn about the LTA, 
land conservation in Texas speciÞcally, and 
why accreditation matters so much. 

Sources:
Website of Richard Brewer, author of Conservancy: 
The Land Trust Movement in America 
<www.richardbrewer.org >

Land Trust Alliance Ò2005 National Land Trust 
Census ReportÓ <www.landtrustalliance.org/about-
us/land-trust-census/2005-report.pdf>

Trust for Public Land <www.tpl.org >

Trustees of Reservations <www.thetrustees.org>
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DonÕt forget!
The extended federal tax 

incentive for donated 
conservation easements is set to 
expire at the end of 2009.  If you 
or someone you know would like 

to donate an easement and 
receive these beneÞts, please 
contact us by October 15. 
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Kerry Olenick, our intrepid 
stewardship director since April, 
2006, is leaving TLC to pursue a 
career in the medical Þeld. After 
nearly 10 years in land 
management and conservation, 
KerryÕs tireless work ethic will be 
moving to a lucky hospital. ÒIÕve 
had a long time interest in 
medicine,Ó says Kerry. ÒI just feel like itÕs time to 
try something new after spending so many years 
being on the road.Ó  

KerryÕs work with TLC took him all over the 
state, as he was in charge of monitoring each and 
every conservation property at least once a year.  
During those visits, Kerry would visit with 
landowners, survey the property, and make sure 
the standards of conservation were being met.  
Despite long hours in rental cars on unfamiliar 
roads, Kerry felt rewarded by getting to work 
with people who have a keen interest in doing 
what is best for their  property. ÒThe large 
majority of our landowners are just great people. 
Hearing their success stories and seeing their 
enthusiasm was gratifying,Ó said Kerry.  

On properties that TLC owns, Kerry was 
responsible for the  implementing land management 
plans that would maintain and enhance the landÕs 
overall conservation value.  Back in the ofÞce, Kerry 
would write monitoring reports, create detailed GPS 
maps, and keep up with ongoing projects on over 70,000 
acres.  

In addition to monitoring current properties, Kerry also 
wrote baseline reports, which are vital documents that 
catalog a propertyÕs manmade and natural features.  
These hefty reports are one of the Þrst things a land 
owner must obtain before a conservation easement can 
be conveyed. 

KerryÕs education prepared him well for his work in 
conservation. He received a bachelorÕs degree in 
rangeland ecology from Texas A&M University in 
College Station and attended graduate school at Texas 
A& M-Kingsville.   

His personal and professional experiences, however, 
made him particularly well-suited for his work with 
TLC.  Landowners loved working with Kerry due to his 
intimate knowledge of ranches; he grew up on one in Floresville, near 
San Antonio. Prior to TLC, Kerry worked for the federal Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in South Texas, the Rio Grande 

Valley, and the Fort Hood area in Central Texas.  While working for the 
NRCS, Kerry assisted landowners with planning and implementing 
land management projects such as seeding, planting, burns, and brush 
removal. Kerry brought this experience as well as his personal 
experiences with his familyÕs ranch to every conversation he had with a 
landowner.  

ÒAs I reßect on the primary factors that convinced our family to put our 
property in a Conservation Easement, I would have to say that Kerry 
was a key reason,Ó said Matt Hicks, one of the owners of the Willow 
Springs Ranch in the Hill  Country. ÒWe saw in Kerry a true love and 
appreciation for land and the families responsible for the stewardship of 
those lands. Our family will greatly miss KerryÕs association with the 
Texas Land Conservancy, but the personal relationship with him will 
continue, as he has become an integral part in the preservation of our 
lands and our familyÕs heritage.Ó

KerryÕs travels to properties as far ßung as Culberson County in far 
West Texas to Orange County long the Louisiana border also allowed 

him to pursue another of his passions: nature 
photography.  KerryÕs photos can be seen all 
over our website and newsletters. The picture 
of our state reptile, the Texas horned lizard, is 
one of his favorites (below). 

We are grateful for the legacy Kerry is 
leaving to our organization. During his 
tenure with TLC, Kerry completely 
revamped the documenting, cataloging, and 
monitoring processes, giving our land trust a 
very strong foundation for accreditation.  
Whoever steps into KerryÕs large shoes will 
be starting with a solid infrastructure built by 
a talented conservationist and land manager.  
The staff members and board of directors 
wish Kerry the best of luck with this new 
chapter in his life! 

TLC is currently accepting applications for the Stewardship Director 
position.  Please contact mark@texaslandconservancy.org for a job 
description and more information.

Stewardship 
Director, 
Kerry Olenick, 
Leaves TLC

ÒKerry, we cannot say thank 
you enough for all the long 

days and hours that you have 
spent preserving not only our 

land, but also many other great 
open spaces in the State of 

Texas.Ó 

--Matt Hicks and Family
Willow Springs Ranch

Texas state reptile, the Texas horned lizard. 
Photo by Kerry Olenick
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Remembering Two Great 
Leaders in Texas Conservation

Robert Clair ÒBobÓ Burleson, Jr. 
October 24, 1937 - April 20, 2009

Bob Burleson and his wife Mickey 
have been long time supporters of 
Texas conservation efforts.  
Mickey has served on the TLC 
board of directors since 2001, and 
they were both founding members 
of the Native Prairies Association 
of Texas (NPAT). The Burlesons 
received Texas Parks and Wildlife 
CommissionÕs prestigious Lone 
Star Land Steward Award last 
year for the Blackland Prairie 
Ecoregion for their work restoring 
a 500-acre prairie in Bell County. 
They worked tirelessly to collect 
and plant local seeds while 
removing invasive plants, 
eventually bringing an 
overgrazed, worn-out piece of 
cropland back to life. The 
Burlesons never shied away from 
hard work--the 80 species of 
wildßowers now found on their 
property, many of which had not 
been seen since the 1800Õs is proof!  

An unstoppable team in their 
conservation efforts, Bob was a 
force to be reckoned with himself.  

Born in Temple, Bob grew up on  
ranch with a mother who taught 
him to read long before he started 
school.  ÒShe bought me, as a very 
young child, a Britannica 
Junior...and I had read that thing, 
every single volume in it, from 
cover-to-cover before I went to the 
Þrst grade. So, I learned a whole 
lot about the natural world just 
from reading that,Ó he told the 
Texas Legacy Project in 1999.  
BobÕs paternal grandfather was 
also an early source of inspiration.   
Grandfather and grandson would 
Òtrot aroundÓ the ranch, and the 
elder would show the younger 
Òeverything from the tracks made 
by insects to the eggs they lay.Ó 

While his mother and grandfather 
instilled in him a Òreverence for 
life,Ó it was Rachel CarsonÕs 
books, especially Silent Spring, 

that  galvanized him into action. 
Her works taught him about the 
unintended consequences of 
human activity. ÒItÕs the things 
that we donÕt foresee about our 
human activities that ultimately 
end up causing most of the 
damage [to the environment].Ó 

BobÕs work on his Blackland 
prairie land was an effort to 
correct the unintended 
consequences of resource 
extraction from a fragile 
ecosystem.  Bob and Mickey also 
co-authored a prairie restoration 
guide to help other landowners 
do the same. 

In addition to his 
conservation work, 
which could have 
been a full time 
job in itself, 
Bob was a 
l a w y e r 
w i t h 
Naman, 

Howell, Smith & Lee and a fellow 
of the American Board of Trial 
Advocates.  He practiced mostly 
in medical malpractice, product 
liability and complex litigation. 

We lost two advocates of Texas conservation in April: Charlotte Baker Montgomery of Nacogdoches and Robert 
(Bob) Burleson of Temple.  CharlotteÕs conservation efforts led to her donation of the Banita Creek Nature 
Preserve in 1987, while Bob, survived by his wife Mickey, a long-time TLC board member, worked tirelessly to 
further land conservation all over the state.  We hope that their memories will inspire new generations to take 
an active role in the environmental movement. 

Bob Burleson

Sunset over the Chisos Mountains and Rio Grande River. 
Photo by Kate Vickery



While prairies were a favorite of 
BobÕs, he also had a great passion 
for the Guadalupe Mountains and 
Rio Grande River.  In fact, he 
founded the Texas Explorers Club, 
which led the effort to create the 
Guadalupe Mountains National 
Park. He spent many years 
paddling the Rio Grande River, 
plotting it mile by mile, eventually 
publishing the Þrst deÞnitive 
guide book to the formidable 
river.  He also spent eight years 
traveling through Northern 
Mexico collecting plant and 
animal specimens with partners 
from several universities, which 
led to the publication of 
Backcountry Mexico (1986), a 
biological and cultural guidebook.  

His work in South Texas 
exempliÞed his leave-no-trace 
philosophy and desire to get 
people to appreciate both the 
scientiÞc and cultural aspects of 
the natural world. ÒI mean, if you 
just get in a river and just go from 
point A to point B as fast as you 
can, you really miss theÑthe true 
experience of river running, the 
true enjoyment of river running is 
to take your time, enjoy the rapids 
and have a good time. [You have 
to] learn to get outside your boat. 
We wanted [traveling] to be safe 
as well and then we wanted to 
basically preach stewardship.Ó  

As if all of that werenÕt enough, 
Bob had a number of other 
accomplishments worth noting.  
He was a member of the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Commission 
from 1968-1975; Chairman of the 
Southwest Regional Advisory 
Committee of the National Parks 
Service; leader in the creation of 
the Texas Organization for 
Endangered Species; executive 
director of American Whitewater 
AfÞliation and editor of its 
magazine; recipient of the 1976 
Texas Outdoor Writers 
AssociationÕs ÒConservationist of 
the YearÓ Award; and a leader in 
establishing the Natural 
Resources Division at Texas 
Parks and Wildlife. 

Charlotte Baker Montgomery 
August 31, 1910 - April 28, 2009

Charlotte Baker was born in 
Nacogdoches to a well-known 
author and a banker.  She lived in 
the small Texas town through her 
freshman year at Stephen F. 
Austin University, after which she 
moved to California where she 
completed her bachelorÕs degree 
at Mills College in Oakland.  She 
went on to receive a Masters of 
Art at the University of California, 
Berkley.  Charlotte worked as a 
teacher in the Kilgore public 
schools, at Ball State in Indiana, 
and at Teas A&I (now A&M) in 
Kingsville. She married Army 
Captain Roger Montgomery in 
1942, and eventually settled back 
in Nacogdoches where Charlotte 
devoted herself full time to her 
art, writing, animal welfare and 
conservation efforts.  

CharlotteÕs art was a more than a 
hobby - visitors to the Museum of 
East Texas in Lufkin, Texas can see 
pieces from her collection on 
permanent display.  Her art work 
was deeply affected by her time 
growing up in East Texas during 
the oil  boom of the 1930Õs 
depression era.  An accomplished 
writer, Charlotte published many 
books, including Cockleburr 
Quarters  (1972), which was 
nominated for a Newbury Award, 
and The Trail North
(1990), a prize-
w i n n i n g 
h i s t o r i c a l 
collection of 
ch i ld renÕs 
s t o r i e s 
about the 
section of 
North Street on 
which she 
lived. 

While her art and writing took up 
much of her time, perhaps 
CharlotteÕs most well-known 
passion was her work for animal 
welfare. Many of her books had 
animal themes and were written 
with an eye towards teaching 
children about 
humane animal 
treatment.  In 1959, 
she and her husband 
f o u n d e d t h e 
Humane Society of 
N a c o g d o c h e s 
County, which is still 
in operation today 
and has placed 
t h o u s a n d s o f 
animals in new 
homes.  Charlotte 
even funded an 
endowed faculty 
position at Stephen F. Austin State 
University: the Montgomery 
Professor of Humane and 
Environmental Education.

We know Charlotte best, however, 
for her land conservation efforts.  
In 1987, she donated her 15-acre 
property to TLC. The Banita Creek 
Preserve became the  sixth 
preserve under TLCÕs protection, 
and one of the Þrst urban wildlife 
preserves in the state. ÒThe 
wildlife preserve will serve as a 
demonstration of how back-yards 
can provide refuge to a variety of 
birds and small animals, in spite 
of urbanization,Ó wrote Ned Fritz 
in a press release on January 2, 

1987. Upon her death, her two-
acre homesite and historic 
house passed into our 
possession as well.  Located in 
the heart of the business 

district of Nacogdoches, the 
property could easily be turning 
into a strip mall, but instead will 
remain in its natural condition 

in perpetuity thanks to 
CharlotteÕs foresight and 
conservation mindset.

Charlotte wrote at the 
time that her purpose in 
donating the property 
was threefold. She 
wished Òto preserve 
this fragment of our 
natural environment 
for its own sake, 
because it is here and 
belongs here and 

has a right to be respected; to 
provide refuge and protection for 
native wildlife; [and] to make 
avai lable humane and 
environmental education based 
upon the humane ethic of 
reverence for life.Ó 

Charlotte was also the secretary 
and a trustee of the Texas 
Conservation Alliance for many 
years.  

CharlotteÕs philosophy towards 
her work can be seen in the 
following passage from The Trail 
North. ÒEarth, air and water; 
plants, animals and people--it 
takes all of these to make a living 
place. Past lives have made us 
what we are today. Our present 
lives are creating the future. ItÕs 
up to us to do our best to make 
wherever we live here and now 
the best possible living place for 
ourselves and all our fellow 
creatures.Ó 

CharlotteÕs memory will be 
preserved at the Banita Creek 
Preserve in perpetuity.  Please feel 
free to visit the preserve, which is 
open to the public at all times. 

ÒIf you have a reverence in your 
heart for the natural world, if you 
feel like that your time on earth is 
really very short, you donÕt 
necessarily have the right to use 
up all the resources of the earth 
for your own personal beneÞt,Ó 
Bob Burleson once said. Charlotte 
MontgomeryÕs life exempliÞes this 
same ethic. Both of these 
conservationists made important 
contributions towards protecting 
Texas lands.  Their efforts helped 
further TLCÕs mission; the staff 
and board of directors send their 
condolences to the Montgomery 
and Burleson families.  
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Night Flare, Kilgore (1934), Charlotte Montgomery

Charlotte Baker Montgomery
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Painted Bunting

The male Passerina cirisÕs red, yellow, green 
and blue plumage makes it look almost 
tropical, and certainly out of place in the 
scrubland of Texas. Texas is its summer 
home, however, and if youÕre lucky, youÕll 
spot one of these members of the cardinal 
family nesting in low shrubs throughout 
central  and northern parts of the state. The 
painted bunting winters in Mexico, but 
summers in Texas, where it will nest before 
heading south again with a new generation.

The painted bunting makes its home in open 
brushlands, thickets, and scattered 
woodlands, and makes a diet of insects,
insect larvae, and spiders during breeding 

season.  Its song is high-pitched, thin, and sweet, consisting of short 
phrases of variable pitch. ItÕs call is a soft rising chip.  YouÕll have to 
listen carefully, however, because despite the bright colors, these birds 
are notoriously shy and tend to sing behind the cover of foliage.  The 
female is beautiful as well, though lacks the blues and reds; she is a 
bright olive green and blends in well with the trees.  

You may also have a chance to see the painted bunting engaged in some 
pretty aggressive behavior.  Male buntings are known for their highly 
territorial nature; Þghts between them, which include pecking, beating 
with wings, and grappling, can result in the death of a bird. Yikes!

Summer Tanager

Another cardinal relative, the summer 
tanager, brings a splash of color to the dusty 
summer. Not to be confused with the scarlet 
tanager, which sports black wings and is 
found commonly in the eastern United 
States, the male Piranga rubra is the only 
entirely red bird in North America. You may 
see the summer tanager nesting anywhere 
south of the panhandle.  

Though it nests in conifers in the East, here in 
Texas, look for the summer tanager in 
riparian woodlands and and lowlands near 
streams. Listen for  it by its distinctive song, a 
series of slurred, whistled notes interspersed 
with short pauses that usually contains one 

set that can be interpreted as "peanut-butter." Its call is a harsh, clicking 
"pit-i-tuck."

The summer tanager also helps rid us of stinging pests; bees and wasps 
are its favorite foods. The bird will catch a bee in ßight and then kill it 
by beating it against a branch, then removing the stinger. The tanager 
eats bee and wasp larvae too. It Þrst catches the adult insects and then 
perches near the nest to tear it open and get the grubs. 

So, enjoy these lovely, feisty creatures this summer. If nothing else, the 
painting bunting and summer tanager remind us: DonÕt Mess With 
Texas...birds, that is.  

Our summer spotlight features bright 
colors and feisty attitudes.  DonÕt forget 
your sunscreen, binoculars and hat!

Dear TLC member,

We need your help...with...you know...money.  We need new 

computers and a server.  The work that we do--and the 

accreditation-mandated requirement to store all of our vital 

documents safely outside the conÞnes of our ofÞce--has 

outgrown our current technological capacity.  We know that itÕs 

not sexy and itÕs not land acquisition or prairie restoration, but 

itÕs important and we canÕt continue our work without a serious 

upgrade...a pretty expensive upgrade, actually.  If you have 

within your means to help with this campaign, we would greatly 

appreciate it.  Maybe you know someone sitting on a big pile of 

money who happens to really like computers. We would 

appreciate them, too. 

Please use the enclosed envelope or donate online if you can 

contribute to this important expansion of our operating capacity. 

" " " " Love,

" " " " TLC Staff

Speaking of computersÉ
Check out the newest addition to our website!  

We recently added an Online Store for your 
convenience.  We have great TLC gear for sale there, 
including bumper stickers, t-shirts, and hats. You can 
pay easily with a credit card and shipping costs are 
i n c l u d e d i n e a c h p r i c e . Vi s i t 
www.texaslandconservancy.org and click on ÒShopÓ 
in the left hand column.

Have an idea of something youÕd like to see in the shop?  
Send us an email (kate@texaslandconservancy.org) and 
weÕll see what we can do.  
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W H AT  W E  D O

The Texas Land Conservancy is a 501(c)3 non-proÞt 
organization located in Austin, Texas.  Founded in 1982 by 
a group of dedicated environmentalists in Dallas, TLC 
(formerly the Natural Area Preservation Association) has 
grown to conserve nearly 80,000 acres  of  land using 
conservation easements, the purchase of development rights, 
and outright acquisition. We are committed to the perpetual 
conservation of Texas lands by: 

PROTECTING native landscapes that have been important 
to Texans for generations;

DOCUMENTING a natural history of the land as 
benchmarks for future generations;

SAVING critical lands which are crucial for environmental 
functions such as clean water, clean air, erosion control, and 
wetlands protection;

CONSERVING open space and reducing the negative 
effects of land fragmentation;

PROVIDING scientiÞc research opportunities to serve as 
living classrooms where people can observe and appreciate 
nature;

PRESERVING the natural diversity essential to the health 
and survival of the environment we all share.

C O N TA C T  U S

Texas Land Conservancy
P.O. Box 162481

Austin, TX 78716

512.301.6363 (phone)
512.301.6364 (fax)

www.texaslandconservancy.org

This newsletter is produced quarterly by the TLC staff 
and distributed to members and donors at the $30 
level or higher.  Comments, questions, and concerns 
may be sent to kate@texaslandconservancy.org. 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E:

We preview a process that will 
make us better than ever, and 
review the history of land trusts;

We remember two friends and loyal 
conservationists, Robert Burleson 
and Charlotte Montgomery;

We declare our Þrst annual Earth 
Day Bike Ride a success;

We wish our Stewardship Director 
luck with his newest adventure;

We introduce you to a couple of 
summertime birds with ßashy 
colors and spunky personalities.

We recommend enjoying this 
newsletter with a cool drink in the 
shade. Enjoy!
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