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TLC helps
protect 397
more acres

Since our last newsletter, we have worked
with three new landowners to conserve
valuable Texas lands.

Eagle Rock Ranch

Purchased in 1954, this 88-acre area of
the Hill Country was once considered
the boondocks — about 2.5 miles north-
west of Wimberley in west-central Hays
County. The current owner grew up
here, riding horses through the cedars
and cypress, swimming in the cool
depths of Jacob's Well, and fishing in the
shadows and rock overhangs.

Now, the area is one of fastest growing in
the state. Residential development is
quickly encroaching on a once rural,
open landscape. Where wildflower-filled

savannas once colored the countryside,
now driveways and Bermudagrass-
yards are abundant. To save the land
she grew up exploring, the owner knew
she had to act.

In 2008, the owner and Texas Land Con-
servancy partnered to place a conserva-

tion easement on the 88-acre Eagle Rock
Ranch. The perpetual easement restricts
development and subdivision, while
allowing for the typical uses of a work-
ing ranch.

Features of the ranch include 1,100 linear
feet of Cypress Creek, a beautiful water
Continued on page 3
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR

First, I hope it is very obvious, but we have a new newsletter...in color. We also have a new staff person that has made this
wondrous event possible. | think we have been very lucky in finding Kate Vickery, our new outreach coordinator. She has been a
tremendous help with items like updating our newsletter and taking some of the workload off my shoulders. She is only part-
time for now, but we are working hard to secure funding to help make her position permanent.

We had another successful year in helping landowners protect unique pieces of Texas. Of course our largest project was the
Pineywoods Mitigation Bank featured in our last newsletter, but we have detailed three additional gems in this newsletter. By
the end of the year we will have hopefully completed our final four projects to bring our yearly total to eight new acquisitions,

which represents almost 20,000 acres.

In early November | spoke with a group of concerned landowners and citizens from the Wimberley area about conservation
easements and how to protect the Wimberley Watershed. | enjoy getting out and visiting with folks on the ground, but | can
only be in so many places at once. Fortunately, there is a great opportunity for individuals to meet and share ideas about how
we can protect the nature of Texas. | encourage anyone interested in land trusts and conservation in Texas to attend the Texas
Land Trust Council’s annual conference held in Austin, February 19-21. There will opportunities to visit with land trusts,
resource professionals, and other concerned landowners from around the state. For more information, visit the TLTC website at

www.texaslandtrustcouncil.org. | hope to see you there.

As always, please take the time to renew your dues online or with the included envelope. Thank you for your support of TLC —
we could not do this work without you. If you have any questions, please contact me at 512-301-6363 or

mark@texaslandconservancy.org.

A New Face Joins TLC Staff

Kate Vickery joined the TLC staff in September as the Outreach
Coordinator. She will be working to establish new relation-
ships with potential partners and organize outdoor education
programs on our properties with public access.

Kate has a B.A. in Sociology and Envi-
ronmental Studies from Kalamazoo
College in Michigan. She worked as
an admission counselor for two years
at “K” College before moving to Balti-
more, Maryland to pursue a graduate
degree in Sociology at Johns Hopkins
University. Deciding after her first year
that a PhD was not the right path, she
made the move to Austin (where her
parents met and married almost 30
years ago!), looking for more hands-on, outdoor oriented work.
Kate is thrilled that the 100 degree days are behind us and is
looking forward to exploring Texas’ backpacking opportunities.
She welcomes any ideas our members have about ways to
reach new constituencies who are interested in TLC’s mission.

Clean up Day, Nature Interpretive
Signs at Oak ClIiff Preserve

Oak CIiff Preserve is a model for the benefits of diverse part-
nerships on our properties. Open to the public and located in
the heart of Dallas, this preserve gets a significant number of
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visitors and has been the location of a number of interesting
projects.

Most recently, TLC’s stewardship director, Kerry Olenick, has
been working on nature interpretive signs for the preserve to
enhance the existing multi-use trail system maintained by the
Dallas Off-Road Bicycle Association (DOBRA). We have
teamed up with Mike Runyon at IntegraColor of Mesquite, TX
to create the signs. Watch for them early next year.

Another important partnership has been with Clampitt Paper.
The Dallas-based paper company has teamed up with the Texas
Land Conservancy this year by donating a portion of their
profits from the sales of their Sappi LOE paper line, an Earth-
friendly paper choice made from recycled fiber content,
alternate energy resources, and properly harvested forests.
Clampitt's support is critical for our success and demonstrates
a great model for private industry and nonprofit collaboration.
Visit their website at www.clampitt.com.

In the spirit of conservation shared by Clampitt and TLC,
Kerry Olenick and approximately 25 employees from the paper
company spent the better part of an October day working at the
Oak CIiff Preserve picking up
trash, trimming trees, and
removing invasive species. All
together volunteers picked
over 30 bags of trash, three
tires, and one car bumper. Our
hearty thanks to our Clampitt
partners and all their hard
work!

O
“
EST. 1941
a
w0

PAPER PEOPLE

www.texaslandconservancy.org



Continued from Page 1.

feature that connects Jacob's Well with
nearby Wimberley. Scenic bluffs, over 30
feet in height, line a portion of the creek.
Riparian deciduous woodland with tow-
ering pecan, cedar elm, sycamore, and
cypress trees lie adjacent to the creek.
Other habitat types on the ranch include
savanna and oak/juniper woodland,
home to an array of fauna and flora (in-
cluding the rare Texas barberry). Cur-
rent uses of the Eagle Rock Ranch in-
clude horse grazing, hay production,
and children's outdoor education.

The perpetual protection of this
property, in addition to protecting the
rural and scenic nature of a fast
developing area, gives the owner peace
of mind. Other benefits include the
protection of water quality, wildlife
habitat, and valuable green space.

Willow Springs Ranch

In 2007 we were fortunate to acquire an
easement on the Ferguson Ranch, a 215-
acre piece of rolling Hill Country in
Gillespie County. As chance would have
it, the landowners to the north had been
considering the idea of a conservation
easement as well. After visiting with the
Fergusons and TLC, the Hicks family
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decided to pursue an easement on their
family ranch.

Originally, the Willow Springs Ranch
was part of an 8,000 acre cattle ranch in
the 1850’s owned by William Othello
(W.0.) Davis, an ancestor of the Hicks.
Over several generations, the ranch was
broken apart and passed out of the
family, except for a few key pieces.

Fortunately, the Hicks family was able
to buy back the Willow Springs tract in
1999. Today, they remain
committed to protecting
the legacy of the family
ranch for future
generations. The 175-acre
Willow Springs Ranch is
mostly oak savanna with a
rolling topography.
Ephemeral streams and
granite outcrops add to the
scenic beauty of the ranch,
which is still operated as a

working agricultural
operation.
Roy Creek Ranch

Last, but certainly not least,
is Roy Creek Ranch in
Hays County. As part of
our ongoing effort to
protect the Pedernales
Watershed, the protection
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The Perdenales River
flows through Roy
Creek Ranch.

Ph'gt_gay Kerry Olenick

of the Roy Creek Ranch provides one
more piece in the puzzle. This Hays
County property doesn't boast an
extraordinary number of acres, but
makes up for it in habitat diversity.
Situated along the South shore of the
Pedernales River, this 134-acre
acquisition protects almost a quarter
mile of river frontage. Along the river, a
limestone escarpment stands over a 100
feet tall and offers a unique habitat for
mesic species including ferns, walnut,
and cypress. The uplands are composed
of a typical Edwards Plateau community
of live oak and Ashe juniper, with a good
herbaceous layer.  Other  unique
characteristics include a grotto feature
fed by a year-round spring.

We want to hear from you!

P.O. Box 162481
Austin, TX 78716-2481
512.301.6363 (p)
512.301.6364 (f)

Mark Steinbach, Executive Director
mark@texaslandconservancy.org

Kerry Olenick, Stewardship Director
kerry@texaslandconservancy.org

Kate Vickery, Outreach Coordinator
kate@texaslandconservancy.org
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These tax

conservation easements.
benefits allow a landowner to donate the
development rights of their valuable
land to a conservation organization and
still see a sizable financial reward.

Tax Benefits:
Conserve and
Earn

Two amendments, one at the state level
and one national, have added to the tax
benefits a landowner may receive for
their conservation efforts. Tax benefits
realized by our landowners are one of
the reasons TLC has been able to
conserve over 70,000 acres of land
through generous  donations  of

At the state level, the Texas House of
Representatives approved an
amendment to the Texas Property Tax
Code that became effective at the
beginning of 2008. House Bill 604 states
that landowners with conservation
easements and federally listed
endangered species can be eligible for an
open-space tax valuation typically given

Fall Colors Revealed!

Deciduous trees such as the Shumard red oak, Texas ash, and cedar elm turn vivid
colors in the fall. How? Trees use a process called photosynthesis to get energy and
nutrients by converting sunlight, carbon dioxide and water to produce glucose,
their primary energy source. As day length shortens, trees begin to “get ready” for
winter by shutting down their energy-producing processes, preparing
to live off stored glucose during the
colder, darker winter months.

Chlorophyll, which gives leaves
their green color and is a primary
component in the photosynthesis
process, is not needed when photosynthesis
stops, so the plant allows this chemical to
break down and stops its regeneration. As
the green disappears, the yellow and
orange
colors that
were there
all along are
revealed.
The  vivid
red color
comes from
the glucose left in the

leaves reacting with cold and
sunshine. Once the left over glucose
is broken down and water is no
longer being pulled into the leaves,

the leaves turn brown and
eventually drop off, allowing
the trees to focus energy on
only the most vital
processes until

spring.

Photo by Kerry Olenick

to those who run livestock or manage for
wildlife. The bill amends Section 23.51 of
the Texas Property Tax Code, allowing
an open space valuation for properties
"actively using land to protect federally
listed endangered species under a
federal permit if the land is included in a
habitat preserve and is subject to a
conservation easement created under
Chapter 183, Natural Resources Code."

If your land qualifies, the manner in
which your land was appraised the
preceding year does not matter — you are
eligible for tax relief immediately. If you
think you have an endangered species on
your land and have already donated an
easement, are interested in doing so, or
know someone who may be interested,

please contact Kerry Olenick, our
stewardship  director. Your local
appraisal district office also has
information.

At the federal level, Congress passed a
renewal of federal income tax incentives
that includes  several important
improvements that will apply to
easements donated through December
31, 2009. Specifically, the incentive raises
the deduction a donor can take from 30
percent of his or her income to 50
percent; allows qualifying farmers and
ranchers to deduct up to 100 percent of
their income; and extends the carry-
forward period for a donor to take tax
deductions from five to 15 years.

This bill applies only to federal taxes;
currently, Texas is not one of the 12 states
that have state income tax credits for
donated conservation easements. For
more information, we encourage you to
visit the Land Trust Alliance website at

www.landtrustalliance.org/policy. The
Land Trust Alliance has been
instrumental in getting the recent

incentive passed. Help them out by
asking your members of congress to
support H.R. 1576 and S. 469--both bills
to make the incentive permanent. For a
copy of a brochure outlining the federal
incentives in more detail, please contact
our office and we will happily send you
one!

www.texaslandconservancy.org



Photo by Kerry Olenick

We would like to introduce you to some interesting creatures and plants whose paths you may cross
this fall and winter, like the spread-leaf aster, above. The cooler temperatures are a great time to get
outdoors and explore, even if it’s in your own back yard.

Mistletoe
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Christmas custom obliges
couples who meet under
mistletoe to kiss. Obviously
beneficial to humans,
mistletoe also plays a vital
role in nature. A broad array
of animals and insects depend
on mistletoe as a food source.
In the evening, try placing a
large mistletoe branch in an
area frequented by deer. The
odds of this delectable treat
remaining the next morning
are slim. Mistletoe can be
found vyear-round in Texas,
but is especially visible this
time of year as deciduous
trees loose their green and the
parasitic mistletoe stakes its
claim.  Watch for its oval
evergreen leaves and white
berries near the tops of trees.

Nine-Banded Armadillo
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Whether you are hunting or
hiking this winter, you may be
visited by a tank-like critter
crashing through the under-
brush. Armadillos are found
throughout Texas except the
western  Trans-Pecos area,
where soil is too dense for the
digging habits of Dasypus no-
vemcinctus. Voracious diggers,
armadillos are unique because
each animal actually digs
more than one den for itself.
The nine-banded armadillo is
also unique because of its
polyembryony reproduction:
four identical quadruplets are
born from a single fertilized
egg and develop in a single
placenta. Typically, the young
mature during the winter and
mate the following summer.

Prairie Flameleaf Sumac
NS

The prairie flameleaf sumac is
a fascinating plant to watch
throughout the year. This
imposing tree stands 10-20
feet tall and blooms in mid-to-
late summer, featuring yellow
or white flowers in large clus-
ters (below). In fall, however,
the narrow green leaves turn
vivid red and clusters of dark
red fruit appear, creating a
dramatic look. Rhus lanceolata
can be found on limestone
and calcarerous soils in north
central Texas,
Edwards Plateau,
Trans-Pecos and
north to Palo Duro
Canyon. Its
cousin,
copallina is native
to eastern Texas.

Cedar Waxwing

Watch for the wintering Cedar
Waxwing (Bombycilla cedro-

rum) in open woodlands,
bogs, swamps, and old fields.
One of the only temperate
birds to specialize in eating
fruit, these birds frequent ar-
eas with fruit-bearing trees
such as hackberry, mulberry,
crabapple, juniper, and pyra-
cantha. The name “waxwing”
comes from the distinctive red
wing-tips found on many
birds. While most birds fea-
ture a yellow tipped tail, you
may see birds with orange
tips. This is a result of a
young waxwing eating the
berries of a non-native honey-
suckle species, which contains
a red pigment that turns the
tail tips orange.

www.texaslandconservancy.org



Chimney Swifts

Nancy Powell Moore, owner of Acacia Preserve just west of
Austin, is no stranger to conservation efforts. Since putting her
157-acre ranch under conservation easement in 1996, Nancy has
been at the helm of a very active stewardship committee that
has worked to increase the biodiversity of the property. A pre-
scribed burn several years ago helped reduce aggressive ashe
juniper and made room for new species of hardwood trees.
During a field day in early November, Nancy and a group of
volunteers from the Central Texas Trail Tamers
(www.trailtamers.org) worked to restore damage to two nature
trails and continued work marking and caging small hardwood
saplings, protecting them from hungry deer.

On the bird front, Nancy enlisted the help of the Travis
Audubon Society, particu-
larly Paul and Georgean
Kyle, Audubon volunteers
and avid chimney swift
fans. They manage a web-
site about chimney swifts
(www.chimneyswifts.org)
and maintain several tow-
ers of their own at Chau-
tera Canyon Bird Sanctu-
ary. The Kyles constructed
a chimney swift tower at
Acacia in early 2007 to give
the swift population a
permanent, stable home for
nesting year after year.

Called chimney swifts be-
cause of their propensity
for nesting in people’s
chimneys, these birds have
been losing habitat for cen-
turies. The hollow trees
the birds traditionally
nested in gradually became
less available as logging
increased. Chimneys were
the obvious replacement to
trees, until  frustrated
homeowners took to cover-
ing the tops of chimneys or

TCL stewardship direc-
tor, Kerry Olenick, and
birder Anne Donovan
check for nests.

Photo by Kate Vickery

building houses with
no chimneys at all.
Chimney swift towers,
like the one at Acacia, pic-
tured left, are providing
sustainable  and low-
impact habitat.

Naturalist, Aca-
tee member, and
Travis Audubon

to monitor the
pair of swifts have
eggs were laid, but
the nest), but in 2008,

Anne Donovan, Master
cia stewardship commit-
longtime member of the
Society has been helping
tower and reports that a
nested each year. In 2007,
no baby birds fledged (left
all signs pointed to at least one healthy fledged
chick. Chimney swifts build unique half-saucer-
shaped nests of twigs held together with very sticky saliva that
hardens into a shelack-like consistency (pictured right).

A single pair of chimney swifts will
nest in a tower, usually in the lower
half, and the couple will typically al-
low visiting swifts to roost in the upper
half just during the night. Swifts are
rarely caught sitting still as they eat
small insects while in flight, but it is
important for them to find a shelter in
which to roost at night.

According to Anne Donovan, “There are several other property
owners in the area who have built towers, and two towers have
been built at Pedernales Falls State Park.[As the nesting sites
are used successfully, the ‘neighborhood’ OpopulationOgrows.
The birds raised in a certain area will try to return the next
spring as adults to nest near their ‘birthplace.’ IOne property
near Acacia, which has 3 towers, fledged 14 baby swifts last
year, so there is definitely a need for more towers.”

Chimney swifts are often called “flying cigars” because of their
distinctive narrow, tapered body shape and blunt tails. They
are dark brownish/gray throughout and have long wings.
They are often misidentified as sparrows or swallows, which
have more pronounced v-shaped tails. The chimney swift is
the only swift species to live in the Eastern United States and is
common throughout Central and Eastern Texas.

www.texaslandconservancy.org



In Appreciation of our Donors

DIRECTORS’ CIRCLE

$1,000 to $9,999

Magnolia Charitable Trust

Nancy Powell Moore

Powell Foundation

Peterson Charitable Lead
Trust

Sandra Penz

Jacob And Terese Hershey
Foundation

Trammell S. Crow

GUARDIANS’ CIRCLE

$100 TO $999

Entergy Texas, Inc

Cary Buehring

Alex F. Weisberg, Jr.

Pat Y. Spillman, Jr.

Betty Sanders

William and Mary Russell

Tom Kelsey

Sharon and Arthur Reed

Robert Milam, Jr.

Charles Snakard

Joann Shull

Michael Jung and Gretchen
Megowen

Hazel Edwards

Anne and John Donovan

Capital Conservation

Marion Campbell

Name:

[0 CONSERVATOR ($1000)
[0 GUARDIAN ($500)

[0 BENEFACTOR ($250)

Margaret Hoffman

K.A. and Anne Norvell

Nancy Hyde

Katherine Goodbar

Jesse Wood

Robert G. Stone,

John and Peggy Stoll

Stan and Deborah Russell

George Russell

Jackie Poole

May O*'Neal

Janell and Jim Morgan

William and Lorene Mahler

Mary Jackman

John Hirschi

Gail Hartsfield

Bruce Handley

Margaret Haley

Pete Gunter

Judy and Mark Gaskell

Edward and Genie Fritz

John Conrad

Scott Chase

Mickey and Bob Burleson

Dwaine and Ellen Boydstun

Rebecca and Paul
Bergstresser

Patricia Bell

Joanne Bauer

We can’t do this without you!

Please send this form back with your donation or membership fee to:

Texas Land Conservancy

P.O. Box 162481
Austin, TX 78716

Choose your level of giving:

[ TRUSTEE (5100
O FRIEND ($50)

O TLC MEMBER ($30)

SUPPORTERS’ CIRCLE

Up to $99

Billy and Bobbie Wofford
Lowell and Patricia Wade
John Freeland

Ellen Buchanan

Bruce and Tamsin Boardman
Peggy Tobin

Dale Parish

Wendy and Stanley Marsh
Eddie and Dorothy Gumbert
Celia and Adi Gazdar
Patricia Randolph

Linda and Timothy Wilde
Claire Weaver

Suzanne Tuttle

Doris Stevens

Johanna Smith

Chris and Michelle Smith
Ted Siff

Pokey Rehmet

Bob and Jimmie Putnam
Richard Orton

Brandt Mannchen

Patton Lochridge

Randy Lisbona and Beth Bargar
Fred Latimer

Clyde and Marjorie James
John Jagger

Earth Rythms

Robert Dawson

Address:

City, State, Zip:

In Honor Of:

Donate in memorial to a loved one*
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*Please provide an address and any message you would like sent to the family.
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Julia Burgen

Mary and Alistair Brown
Russell Boyd

J. David Bamberger
Tim and Vicki Baggett
James Vornberg

Max Zischkale, Jr.
Georgia Prakash
Margaret Hennike
Jared Fuller

Ellen Young

David Wolf

Randolph Willoby

Dixie Webster

James Stewart
Johnnie Stark

William Stallings

Cheryl Spencer

Jim Rogers

Cecilia Riley

Dorothy and Gerard Rickey
John and Nancy Parten
Lawrence McNally
Hilda McLaughlin
Dorothy Mattiza
Thomas Maddux
Lawrence Mack

Ed and Bonnie Longcope
Landon Lockett, Il
Mark Lesher

Jim Lemon

Cherie' King

Maxine Johnston

Sue and Phil John

Dennis and Sue Jistel
Robert and Rosemary Janney
Milton Jacobs

William Hooper

Jeff Hiller and Betsy Fath
Brian Heinz

David and Debbie Harper
Donald Gwynn

Ward and Sue Gregory
Katherine Green

Shudde Fath

Barbara and Wayne Duehn
George Diggs, Jr.

Daniel Dietz

Margaret Day

C.B. Crabbe

Champions Ridge HOA
Robert and Ann Buchanan
Raye Virginia Allen
Clarence and Naomi Albrecht
Nancy Dorie

Randall Zimmerman

Jane Wansley

Deborah Mikolaitis

Carol Martin

Monty and Sylvia Gordon
Jim and Betty Bowie

Jeff and Christine Robinson

Looking for the perfect holiday
gift for someone who already has
everything? Consider purchasing

a membership to TLC for them!

Benefits include our newsletter,
invitations to our annual meeting,

outdoor volunteer activities
throughout the state, and the
knowledge that you have helped
support the preservation of our
precious Texas landscapes.

Simply mail in the form on the left
with a $30 minimum contribution
and include information about the
person to whom you are gifting a
membership. We will send them a
special welcome packet!

www.texaslandconservancy.org



The Texas Land Conservancy is working to conserve our vanishing landscape. With the help of our
supporters, we are making meaningful progress conserving thousands of acres of open space with
conservation easements, the purchase of development rights, and outright acquisition of lands.

Photo by Matt Hicks. See http://hix.smugmug.com for more Texas photography from one of our own landowners!
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